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EDITORIAL COMMENT 
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SOME INTERESTING STATISTICS FROM THE BUREAU 
OF EDUCATION 

The United States Bureau of Education at Washington has given 
more attention to the subject of training-schools for nurses in the report 
published in 1904 than it has ever done before. 

This report can now be had in pamphlet form., and contains much 
of interest to the profession. The New York statute is quoted in full 
and an outline of the registration laws in the other four States given. 

In 1903, thirteen thousand seven hundred and seventy-nine pupils 
were receiving instruction in five hundred and fifty-two training-schools, 
an increase of five hundred and twenty-seven pupils over the year be¬ 
fore. Four thousand two hundred and six completed the course. 

The remarkable development of nursing is shown in the following 
figures: In 1880 there were three hundred and twenty-three pupils in 
training; in 1890, fifteen hundred and fifty-two; in 1900, eleven thou¬ 
sand one hundred and sixty-four, and in 1903, thirteen thousand seven 
hundred and seventy-nine. 

The report states that three years are now required in more than 
half the schools not connected with the hospitals for the insane. 

New York is shown to be the greatest nursing centre, with eighty- 
four schools graduating eight hundred and thirty-four pupils in 1903; 
Pennsylvania comes next, with sixty-seven schools and four hundred 
and eighty-six graduates; then Massachusetts, with forty-five schools 
and three hundred and ninety-seven graduates. There is a wealth of 
interesting information in the report to those who are working for the 
uplifting of nursing standards. 
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These figures are especially interesting at this time, showing, as they 
do, the rapid increase in the numbers that are being turned into our 
ranks each year. In 1905 we may expect to see a record of five thousand 
new members added to the nursing profession. 

Naturally the question arises, How well equipped are these women 
for the sacred duties of the sickroom? How many of the five hundred 
and fifty-two training-schools possess the facilities and experience for 
the thorough practical and theoretical education of their pupils? 

The movement for the State registration of nurses and training- 
schools has commenced none too soon; it must be urged forward steadily 
by a strong effort, all nurses and all States uniting. 

That such registration will become universal is as sure as that it has 
already commenced in five States. The difficulty is to hold the interest 
of the great rank and file during the long, tedious process of securing 
legal enactments, and in teaching them that even after laws are passed 
results must come slowly. 


SOME UNPLEASANT TRUTHS 

In Samuel Hopkins Adams’s article in the January McClure, en¬ 
titled " Tuberculosis: The Real Race Suicide,” there has been a laying 
bare of unpleasant truths such as we have not had in a great while. Mr. 
Adams shows that in many cities church associations, philanthropists, 
and people of note are the owners of many of the tenement houses where 
human beings die constantly because of the horribly unhygienic con¬ 
ditions of the buildings. He shows, further, that while on the one hand 
the great war for the extermination of tuberculosis is being led by one 
set of medical men, it is being defeated by the active political opposition 
of another set of medical men who are in many cities strong enough in 
numbers and influence to control the situation. The prime movers and 
the chief obstructors are members of one and the same profession. 

The National Hospital Record, commenting editorially on the ques¬ 
tion of State registration for nurses, speaks harshly of those members of 
the nursing profession who are the obstructors in nursing reforms. The 
comment reads: 

"And a man’s foes shall be of his own household.” The Great 
Teacher never gave expression to a truth more profound. If anyone 
needs an illustration of this truth he will find it strikingly exemplified in 
the ranks of doctors and nurses. The greatest enemies the medical pro¬ 
fession has are doctors. The greatest enemies nurses have are nurses. 
The great stumbling-block to nursing legislation to-day is division in 



